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FLORENCE, ELEVATED

Set high in the hills of Fiesole, 
overlooking the terracotta 
skyline of Florence, Il 
Salviatino offers something 
increasingly rare in this 

celebrated city: space, silence and 
perspective. 
While Florence below hums with energy, Il 
Salviatino feels entirely removed. The 
approach winds through olive trees and 
manicured gardens before revealing a 
Renaissance villa that is both imposing and 
deeply romantic. 

Inside, history is worn beautifully rather than 
preserved behind glass. Original frescoes 
stretch across ceilings, aged stone corridors 
echo softly underfoot and vast windows frame 
cinematic views of the Duomo in the distance. 
Yet nothing feels overly formal. The 
atmosphere is warm, personal and quietly 
luxurious. 

Each room and suite tells its own story. Some 
feature hand painted ceilings and four poster 
beds, others open onto private terraces 
scented with jasmine and rosemary. 
Bathrooms are generous and serene, with 
marble details, deep soaking tubs and 
indulgent amenities. It is easy to spend an 
afternoon simply enjoying the stillness of your 
own space. 

The gardens are as much a highlight as the 
villa itself. Terraced lawns cascade down the 
hillside, dotted with sculptures and hidden 
seating areas. The pool sits confidently above 

the city, offering one of the most breathtaking 
swimming spots in Florence. To float here at 
sunset, the skyline glowing gold in the 
distance, is unforgettable. 

Dining is elegant yet rooted in Tuscany’s rich 
culinary heritage. At Da Giacomo al 
Salviatino, seasonal ingredients are treated 
with respect and precision. Handmade pastas, 
locally sourced meats and vibrant vegetables 
arrive beautifully presented but never 
overcomplicated. Breakfast is equally 
memorable, enjoyed al fresco with freshly 
baked pastries, ripe fruit and strong Italian 
coffee as Florence awakens below. 

Wellness is woven seamlessly into the 
experience. Aquae Vitali, housed in what was 
once the villa’s greenhouse, is a tranquil 
sanctuary of glass and greenery. Treatments 
are personalised and restorative, designed to 
rebalance both body and mind. It feels deeply 
connected to its surroundings rather than 
separate from them. 

Perhaps what sets Il Salviatino apart most is 
its balance. You are just fifteen minutes from 
the heart of Florence, yet returning to the 
villa each afternoon feels like stepping into 
another world. After a day exploring galleries 
and cobbled streets, the calm of the hills is 
pure luxury. 

Il Salviatino is the most exquisite  retreat that 
allows you to experience Florence from 
above, with clarity, comfort and complete 
serenity. For those seeking romance, 
restoration and refined Tuscan living, it is 
nothing short of exceptional. 

DINING IN THE HILLS:  
DA GIACOMO AL SALVIATINO 
Set within the grounds of Il Salviatino, Da 
Giacomo al Salviatino is far more than a hotel 
restaurant. It is a destination in its own right, 
drawing on the legacy of the iconic Giacomo 
brand while embracing the rich flavours of 
Tuscany. 

The setting alone is reason to reserve a table. 
Whether dining on the terrace with Florence 
stretching out below or inside beneath 
elegant vaulted ceilings, there is an 
immediate sense of occasion. As evening falls 
and the skyline begins to glow, the 
atmosphere becomes quietly magical. 

The menu celebrates Italian produce with 
confidence and restraint. Expect handmade 
pastas finished with seasonal ingredients, 
delicately prepared seafood, and beautifully 
cooked meats sourced locally. Dishes are 
refined yet comforting, elevated without 
losing their authenticity. Each plate feels 
thoughtfully composed, allowing the quality 
of the ingredients to speak. 

The wine list leans proudly into Tuscany, 
offering superb Chianti Classico and Brunello 
selections alongside prestigious Italian labels. 
Service is polished but warm, striking that 
perfect balance between attentive and 
unobtrusive. 

Breakfast here is equally memorable, a 
generous spread of fresh pastries, fruit, local 
cheeses and made to order dishes served with 
panoramic views. Long lunches drift effortlessly 
into afternoon aperitivo, and dinner becomes 
an event rather than simply a meal. 

Da Giacomo al Salviatino encapsulates the 
spirit of refined Italian hospitality: elegant, 
generous and deeply rooted in place. It is a 
dining experience that lingers long after you 
leave the hills of Florence. 

A SANCTUARY IN THE GARDENS:  
AQUAE VITALI 
Hidden within the historic gardens of Il 
Salviatino, Aquae Vitali feels like a secret 
retreat known only to those staying in the 
villa. Housed inside the estate’s original 
greenhouse, the spa is flooded with natural 
light, softened by greenery and designed to 
create an immediate sense of calm. 

Conceived by owner and creative director 
Alessandra Rovati Vitali, the space reflects a 
deeply personal vision of wellbeing. It is not a 
large, clinical spa, but an intimate sanctuary 
where treatments are thoughtful, unhurried 
and entirely tailored to the individual. 

The menu focuses on restoration and 
balance. Signature massages ease travel 
weary muscles, while advanced facials 
incorporate the award winning science led 
skincare of Professor Augustinus Bader. Each 
ritual is delivered with precision yet warmth, 
ensuring results that feel both visible and 
deeply relaxing. 

Beyond the treatment rooms, quiet corners 
invite reflection. Surrounded by gardens and 
Tuscan air, Aquae Vitali reconnects you to 
nature as much as to yourself. It is a gentle 
reminder that true luxury lies in time, stillness 
and care. 

IL SALVIATINO 
A Tuscan Retreat Above the Duomo


